“» dation upon which our educational

L of public edoncation. Every time the

o enpdd it is ldle 1o expect o

.

. schonls and support

rth‘ﬂl promiise of an educational kys-

m of ou respurces.
. o And further reliable statistics show

- .."- Texas, and aonly four Stales show us

Cvatlon, approprinte governmental co-

- imvegtment mude in the o

are

- hundreds of thousands
ddy geattered, and while
is a solid combination of
and ecapitalistz for unnatural
: s and nnlawful purposes, the
Iﬂﬂﬁﬂl are combinations of persons
ﬁu"mm"’“'“" il soaly and
en morally, socially an

financially the position of every man
who toils, and thelr principles pro-
mote the progperity of the masscs
and militate against no legitimate en-

Orgunized wealth created the neces-
‘gity for organized labor and the or-
 ganization of agricultural unions and
associations. In all their just mess
ures of sell-protection and self-preser

operation Is due them and should
never be withheld. Property rights
should remain inviolate and the rights |
find Tiberties of man should be held
a8 sucred.

Public Education.

‘In cherishing the cause of education
as an ideal to be valved and es-
teemed, we but heed the sdmonition
of those heroes who planted the first
‘geeds of patriotism and liberty in this
“hemisphere, of Washington, Jefferson,
of the Texas Fathers, and of all those
whoss memory we revere today,

Mexico's failure to provide a system
“of public education in Texas ns prom-
[Dul wis one of the grounds upon|

the Texns ploneers justified
tha revolution resulting in glory 1o
Texas arms and in the liberation of
Texas from Mexican misrule, |

They held that the government

ﬂlmﬂd provide from it boudless e
sources a system of publie education,
and in thelr Decluration of Independ-
enee gave asg a reason ‘that unless |
-8 peoplé are educated and enlight-
i continuance
ol \

of elvil liberty or the capncity
self government.”

=y The constitution of the Texas Rc»-|
. puhlic committed Texas to the eause

‘volee of the people has been heard,
_every State constitution that has been
" written and adopted by the people, in-
Ccluding our present constifution, the |
uré has been commanded to
e and maintain an efficient sys-

tem of public eduaction in Texas.
‘No higher duty rests upon the
Bhl&mnsh!p of our time than 1o
bulld wisely npon the splendid fonn-

system reats.  Much has been done,
while our system I8 not perfect
n all essentials, still we have the

dation and the which

material
superior to that of any State or

Nation.
The income from our magnificent
nent school fund which should
Mﬂ sacred and inviolate, supple-

'l_n‘ﬂ taxation, furnish adequate edu-

‘cational opportunity to the boys and

“of nenrly every city and town,

st the main defect in our school sys

I in the fact that comntry
thout

to him wilhout leaving a sting, and
ghe should do =0

ute
and muintensnce
sultable home for the widows of Cone

of taxallon govornmients encounler a

| benr more

Along with the home for Confeder
Saldiers 1 favor the constriction
by the State of a

federate Soldiers,
Revenue and Taxation,

In the exercise of the high function

most somplex and delieate problem,
delicate beoguse it goes direet to the
pocketbooks 1 the people. It tho |
birdens luid upor the masses ae op-
pressive or if (he tax exactions for
the sapport of government are not
justly and equatibly l|§t-§'[['|htll--tli
winong those receiving the proteciion
of the Iiw and enjoying the blessings |
of government, then there g Jnst dis-
conlent among the people.

The taxing power, however, s ns.
gontinl o orgnnized government, In
the exercige of thiz power equality
and uniformity appeals 10 our law-
makers as the mandate of our consij-
Iution ard ss founded In justice and
common honesty,. No man  sheald
than his Just share of the
cost of his government and  eare
shonld be aken that individunls and
corporations pay their just share of |
the taxes and that those who wonld
dodge this obllzation be overtaken and
made to respond to  thelr govern-
ment's jost demands, If unserupm-
lous tax dodging sneceeds then an sn-
jnst burden is shifted too often upon
those least able to bear . If all
men wonld be as fair with thelr gov-
emment as they are in their dealings
with ench other, 1 am sure the tax
yreblem would be less perplexing

On the sabjeet of taxation and 1'H\'-|
fenue o ste constitntion declares
that “taxation shall be equnl and ank |
form.” and that all property In this
Stute whether owned by nntural por-
song or corporntions, other than e
nicipal. shall be taxed in proportion to
| its value, which shall be ascertained
as may be provided by law.” that the
legislature muy fll][mﬂ-" n poll Lx.
an occupation tax and “may also tax
Incomes of both natural persons .lnai
corporations, other than munieipnl.”

Tha! our syvstem of taxption s in-
ndequute and fuils 10 mest the con
stitationnl  cequitéments of equalliy
anG uniformity none will deny.  Thut
untald miilions of property wvalues of
natural persons amd corporations yre
egeaping  Aaxation  all  will  admit
That the small property owner is pay
ing more than his share of the thxes
and that aboul threc-fonrths the burs
den of wsxation is now borne by (he
Iarmess and swmell property owners o
the eoualry, ciunnot be success{pily
coitiroverted, Daollarg are In the |
banks aml coppers are on the tax
rolls. Corporations  arée  heavily |
stocked and lightly faxed. These con-
ditions call for reform. Reform in of- |
ficers, rotorm in the laws, reform
along the line. Oor entire taxing sys
tem should be overhauled and  re-
modelad. New flelds for revenoe
should be explored that property now
estaping taxation can be uncovered
and placed on the tax rolls, and uitl-
mutely all funds necessary (o mest
the State’s requirements can be hud
and at the same time the Stite ad
valotrem tax rate can, 1 believe, he re.
duced materially and in a short while
every homestend actoally ovmmled by,

constits: | o s be and sho
bé | omptod trom i}l tne

and girls has not been

. It has not been faifilled for
of nds und therein lles a se-
M . in our public school sys-
It presents a problem not yet
It wounld probably surprise

P to know that public support of
school development ig not keap-
pace with our Increasing populn-
or with the growing develap-

only two SBouthern States have

rural school terms than Texas,

~oure being an average heretofore of
‘.len than four months. Only saven
. States of the entire Union show a
sharter average school term than

amall a per centage of the schoo! fund
10 «come from local taxation.
_As an appropriate aid to the rural
thoes engagod directly in the
*education of our children, the teach:
ers of Texas, men of foresizhi. wis
~dom and patriotism. have sogmesiad
‘that our constitution be amended and
provigion made for a county ad va-
larem school wax. [ favor such amend-
ment and favor the submission of the
_same for approval by the people. ‘The
cause of edu-
‘cution Is the best Investment that we
cean make from every stnndpoint con-
sidered. - In promoting the canse of
~education we should deal with the
slementary (schiool, the hizh schoul
the industrinl echoole, (ho State Nop-
male, the A & M, Collese, the State
University. and all our Institutione of
leming, in o spivll both Lrosd and
Miberal, We shonld In the inlerest of
efMeléncy and fidelity, as well s from
n sense of Justice, yield appropricie
compensation 1o teachers Ak
teaching more attractive and you se
cure more ellicient teachers for the
publie schools. Stand Ly our public
them., We oan
e tooovr achievememt no gren'o
triumph of patriotism than by an ap
proprigte svstem of odocation equip
our bors and girls for the hattles of
life
IConfederate Soldiers and Widowe.
The old Soldiers of the Southern
Confederncy have a clidm on ‘Pesns
0 the diecharge of which every T
an should sake plonsure gnd  uride
The Confederate Home should tis
thiem w home indesd. Not a ref in
the acins of charity, bt 5 home kot
thedr decds of daring, thelr valor ond
their pririotism have earned for theds
old age, A Home in the hospltality
of which they can peacefilly =athor
andd cherigh swest wmemories to hrizht
en the remalning vears aof tholr lyves
the best part of which wag given o
their country under the waving folde
of the Blors and Bnars,
I favor changing the

he

may recetve the small pension nwow
socorded hMim from onr bhoundless
sources. In glving this expression
onr Btate's gratlinde to the ald hern
of the South we should not reguire
him to swear that he is g puuper.
The prowd spirit which supported him
upon the battlefield ghould ngt  be
broken by a condition 4o hamlllatine
Texas can with safety pay her deit

il

conditions | 5
under which the Confedorate Soldivgs |

purposes. possib
burden upon the homestend that the
peaple may spoguire homes and love
their conptry more. The present
method of rendition and assosstent
of Railroad property presents the
wenkest point In our entire tax sys
tem. There is nelther egoality nor
uniforinity. Although overy main
fine mile of any given Railrond. Is
Just as valunble, and po mors 8o, than
any oither mainline mile, vou ean find
that assessmont and rendition dIfer
in all the connties. The average valk
vation of the Ralbroads for tuxation
as now rendered will hardly exeeed
twenty-five per ‘eent. of their value,
efther for purposes of sale or for pur
poses Of income. Thelr vwvalue os
measured by the valuoe of their stock
and bonds average $34.822 per mile
Measured by the value of their phys-
Ienl property, as valued by the Rall-
road Commission, $16.520 per  mile,
nnd the aversee valoe ag rendered for
tuxes 18 $85451 por mile. There are
only 1wo wiays of ascortaining  the
vitltie of any givén plecs of property
and that §s elther by getting Its sell
inez valne or lts value measured by
its net incomoe. Now, use either stand
ard and what i the average value of
e Texus Ruilronds now on the tax
rolls ab an nvernge of 851 per mifle?
18t In the markets of the world
auy trank line of railroad and  §is
branches In Tevas enn e sald for
more than $4,000 per mile and you
could not buy them from thelr owne
vrw for 500000 péy mile.  The stmpdler
Hnies cannot b hought from thedr
ownoms for anviling ke their aver
I2res und bowds per mile.
2mil. What is thelr valne ynessared
thedr ned Inenme”  For vear ondine
Tune 00th, 1905 ghown by thels
own ropots o the Rallvand Commis
slomn, they camed o net average o
cote of 401 per cent, o $314.522 wer
mide, belne the gwount of thelr stock !
snd bomds per omile, and mark you o
marnntesd security of this thnt
SRITA 4 ey et [ii" nnh L .‘-'“ht al
0 pwetninm A Tour per eonl, govern
ment wnd of long standing is guoted |
L5 ) (TR I | npme |
g0 on every  $100,00
S per eemt net  on
thut belng the Ruil |
viilnation of
and th
on $84%
the salmiation a8 render
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vauluation which Incindes  on'y
physieal proporty of the Railroads gl
the Btate's genernl revenue: loses
the present ad  vnlormen tax 18
pbout 217600000 per annum aod
State's avellable school fund o
annunlly about $150.000, Use the
stock and bond wvaluttion and t
logses are more than doubled.
does not ake Into account the
moug loss o counties and cities:

Apoligists for this 1ax dodging
why not inerease the farm values
taxes. [ rendered too Jow T $ny
farms shonll be raised
other property. but let us inquire
thiy for & moment. Take the avel
farm that s cultivated and mans
by its owner, alded by his family
hired help. and measive its valus
its net income. Now give the 0
eredit for its entire  product at
highest market prico. This will
the gross income from the faro
deduct from the sum  thus
talned the Tollowing Items:

15, Wages for the farmer for
365 doys pul In on the farm, nrl
with the hmim-n of ¢
farm at a tate equal to the 1
wages pald even to unskilled ln
any raflroad. 2Znd Wages ot
same rate for the work done by
fmmily, 3wl Wages to hired
fth. Necessary rvepairs and impio
monts made on the farm. Sthe
padr to farming implements and
of feed to teams pnnd stock N
farm work. 6th. Taxes pald
other expenses Inclifent o farm
Add together these ftems and @
thig tolal expense from the (ot
come {rom ae farm, which 888
principle adopted Ly Radlroads
other husiness enterprises, ang
doubt if there are many farmers A
work or suporintendent thelr M
thomseslves, will be abile 10 sflllw_
the furm igelf a net income of ¥
per cont, on It value g3 rendered
taxes even, Under (his rale, wh
fair, wonld the furmers of Texus B
age one per cenl. nel income s
the value of thelr faring #s rend
for taxes? 1 doubt It To reaclhs
inequalitics and ander-valvationd
favor o constitntig
amendment creating a  Stale
board, composed of the Governory
torney geneenl and chpirman of *
Raflroad Commission, Mnke 165
duty of this board to value the 8
ronds and the Intérurban and S8
railways amd terminal lines for (88
flon. The valnation so made 104
clude all physical property and
franchises. Such valuation to bhe €
this State Tax Board to'%
rs umnd commission
courts of the respoctive countleg §
obgorvance. 1 beolieve that throg
(sueh an ageney eqoality and nnlld
Ity ein be seonred and that over §
000,000 in taxable valves now
ing taxation can with propriety an
In all falrpess be ndded to the |
raolls of this State. | endorse the
liams, love and Kennedy tax lam
passed by the last  legisulature |
princpiles of taxation that should 'K
perpetunted o this Siate,

Occupation Tax.

faxation of useful ocetips
which enjoy no specinl governme
privileges Is in my opinion g
harmony with the genius of
stitutions. It is prhiulﬁr.
be invoked with proprie

it o 1
requdjustment of onr

ax  assess

The

L

! sysiem

tivn with this objectionuble fes
alimintted can be and should be
complished without inpsiring
available achool fund or gene
revenue. Those occupntions enjo
specidl governments) advantages
franchise should pry an occupnl
tux. Corporntions and all Incorp
nted concerns should {n this wiy 60
pensate the government
tnble rights and privileges given the
by the government. Behind the
tural person engoaged in any oocup
tlon is uls name, his property, hil
credlt and his all. Tt is al pled H
for the faithful performance of Bl
conlracts, while the' incorporated
terprise has the government betwe
its stockhplders and [ts credito)
They pladge nothing further
thelr Investment in  the compan
stock. Thig Is a valuable right ng
enjoyed by the Individunl eltizen
mn-m eh the oceupation may be

I termed wseful, still it hlmuld m’
m occupation tax.

Among the other nseful mu[-utimtl
that should gy
the rallronds.  They enjov the leg
rlght to levy a charge for earring
upon the passengers and freight- of
the country In u sum sufMcient to pny
oxpenses, intercal  on thelr  bopded
debt and fulr returd vpon the in=
Vestinent The povernment gives
thean thig right and they enn and dod
exercige I regnrdless of Rafiroad
Cotnmissions or olhwr nzeney that (hel
people mny pravide for thelr goverss
ment gl eotitiol. 1 bellove that an'
onecupition tx Leised on e gross e
cotte of Rallronds shonld e
altiough they ure on
actupmtions, 1 Iwlloye
I just and | have for
ontended pnd sl contend rh.o snch
wenbation tx bo Hxed an amount
el to (wo per cont. on gross
ings.  This poliey If adopied would
Imereass our Wl revennes from ooets
matlon taxes alone more than 1,000
W with useful oconparions not enjoys
mg spweecinl *titid
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be further reduced in tha interest
the people and without injustice to
carrying companies,
AII that was expected of the Rail-
v Commission law has not vet
realized. Those charged with
duty of enforeing the terms of this
have encountersd many
from the firgt. The Commission
Jurisdiction over less than 45 per
at. of the traffle handled by the
ways the other being interstate
paffie, having origin or destination be-
pnd the limits of the State and over
hich the State Commission has no
ontrol and threats of the Foderal
il Iinjunction has been held over
g Commission and has been & con-
Sipunl menace to justice,
We have an ideal Rallway Commis-
Inw, as good, if not the best, of
¥ State In the Union, and ‘a falthfal
orcement of the law om the part
those charged with that doty will
pmote the development of our re
irces and the prosperity of our peo-
B ns no other instrumentality ean.
B Pending before Coungress at  this
I8 n mensure looking 1o the en-
% ment of the power of the Inter
Il Commerce Commission, and If
Fe hope that Commission Is given
ve juridiction over Interstate
ipe, then that Commission and our
w Commission could and of course
1 co-operate In a readjustment of
elght rute situation which would
e all cause for the just come
against the nnususl exsctions
Amposed on local traflle in Texus,
Private Car Lines.
e private ear line {s o graft upon
'ﬂnllrotuhl direct and upon  the
iple directly and indiccotly. Thesge
¢ -lhm are owned largely by the
mers of the Railromds and are used
oy rish the milroads, reduce
ralngs. Increase expenses and
wny keep up freight rates
elieve that the Ruailroads of this
P ghould be required to own and
g #ll ears sulted to and required
l!'ll'l'k' offered
Dominated by Outside
Lines.

M the railroads are not dealing
Pwith Texas and that every de
] Known to cunning Is resorted to
L #ffort to defeat the main ob- |
onr Commlission luw ig shown |
: reporis to the State and Fed-
b authoritdes. It Is a matter of |
{ knowledge that every im-
ant line of milway In this State
] dominated by or controlled
¢ interest of an outside line. It
0 known that when the Railroad
gsion proposes a redoction of
f the roads are nlways ready with
lgnres of their own making to
¥ that they are making no money
hat the eompanies cannot stand
Muotion. If the rates are re
then the ald of a Federal Court
ened and frequently Invoked
_ g snme figures are used for
Q"" PUIPOSes.
how that my conclusion is jus-
L 1 have only to give their own
showing a comparison of gross
8 and operating expenses, and
sult from operation of some of
in Texus and out of Texns,
ofmpurisons are compiled from
data In my possesslon bused
pports for the year ending

Bl

of Kanuau. which line ex-
_{mm Denison, or Red River, to
is. Thm two compose what
the M. K. & T. system and

+ under Ihe same general man-

2 & T. of Kansas: Average

opernted, 1565.62; gross earn-

10.426.512; operating expenses,
5,010,

K. & T. of Texas: Average mile

operated, 1318.38: gross earn-

4 ‘ﬂ.ﬁ-lﬂﬂ& operating  expenses,

id to n per mile basis the fol-

g resulls appear:

K. & T. of Kansas: Gross carn-
mile, $6.650.67; _operuting ex-

B per mile, $3.906.45; Income op-

per mile, $2.752.22; per cent.

3 lo gross mruiug. 08,66,

& T. of Texas: Gross earning

8.567.50; operating expense
income operating
; per cent. of expense

8 earning, 89.15.
ison of gross earnings, op-
expianses and result of opera-
the Su L. 8, W, (Cotton Belt)

F and out of Texas, both ander

oontrol;
L 8 W. out of Texas: Mileage,
Bross earmings, $5475,750.01: op

i expoenaes, $1.454. KL

L. 8. W. of Texas: Mileage,
& gruss ecarnings, 3389 ,472.46;

Ing expenses. $I 734 977.80

guced o n per mile hasis

Iwing results appear:

L 8. W, out of Texas: Gross
ings per mile, $5.060.06; operat
expensed per mile, $5510.66; In-

from opersthon  per ndle, §3.-
per cent. of operating expens:
earning, 6361

Bl 8. W. of Texns: Gross enrn-
1088 por mile. $5,002.15; operating ex
! per mile, $L04224;  Income
M operation per mile, $959.594; por
B of operating expense o gross
carnlng, 5081,

Thess figures are given to Nesime
o system practiced Ly all the leadding
linge In Toxas. Evidently the portion
ahthe roud outside the State tnkes
the blg ond of 1he earnlngs  and
binds to Texns the big end of the ex
peRpes. In thls was they impoverish
the Tesas ronds and upon the plen
Al they cnn't stund reduction  of
miles. have beon reslsting the Rall
rond Commission. [Ff the remedy
the practice here presontid diss not
came throush enlargement the
powers of the Inter Commission
It Wi surely come when they nke
the Commission Into Court pagnin on
Infunction procecdines.  This the
resnlt of polleles dietatod by Wi
strent.. Thoy have deslgns on the
Commilsston and Stock and Bond laws
They are plotting now and they will
mdermine. pervert and defeat  the
parposs of these lnws if they e
They will make them “desd letio
on the statnte hooks and finadls
wal them If e ehieked il
trolled and restrained

Raliroad Consclidation

I am opposed 1o
ponsolldations and all other
ton consalldation schenies

s il

¥

Lhe

finr

ol

Mergera Heond
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Thy
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Volumnm vislng rates

moters of such schemes are violators

difficnl- |

af our constitution and hold in eon-
tempt our organic law, They would
throttle competition for salfisl ends,
They defy the laws and traflic in the
rights of man. The Railroad trust is
the most powerful and the
most dangerous trust doing busi-
ness in Texas today. The consolida-
tion of elther parallel or competing
lines of raiiroad Is forbidden by our
copatitution and in violatlon of a
sound public policy. If | am honored
by the people with the office of Gov.
ernor, [ will use the power and in-
fMuence of thut oMee o an effort to de-
feat all such schemos.

Free Passes and Reduction of Pas-

senger Rates.

The present practice of the Raill-
roads in giving free pusses (o publie
officials and influential etiizens I8 a
diserimination so unjust and an evl)
S0 dangerous and far-reaching that It
stands almost without an  apolosist
and without u defender. That it =
& powerful weapon In the hands of
corporate Interests uand that it hes
served them well, all will admit. 1
do not believe that all men who ze-
cept and use free passes ure improp-
erly influenced or corrupted.  Some
men are not infuenced elther way by
nopass. A few are actually Ins
fuenced against the Rallroad out of
fear that the pass they hold will lead
them Into wrong. Many good men
may be influenced in fuvor of the rail
ronds nnconsclously and  doubtless
are, and there are still others whose
love of a free piss oxcesds their love
of eouniry and often  binnts thelr
sense of public dnty.

The Influence of the Rallroad pass
is scen in polities and in legislition.
This Influence has consoldinted rail
roads, has defeated tax reforms and it
hag trampled upon the platform de-
mands of the Democorntic party in
Texas until Deéemocrats are confound-
ed. Under its dark shadow corporate
property valdes are concealed and
eseape taxation. It s endungering
the Integrity of the lory box snd is
rexching for the judiclary. Those
who rde free ride at the expense of
the public. They enjoy a spocial
privilege denomnesd by the Demo-

emtie party and for which the peo-
ple puy, Those who are thus favored
are usually the ones best able to pay

| fare, and those who pay fure are least

|#ble to bear the burden. It is an
unjust diserimination and that the
evil is progressing we have only to
note the Incrense of free passes with
oach succeeding year. In 1899 the
Texas Rallroads issued 203,000 trip,
time and annual pnsses, in 1900 they
issned 232.000; for the yvear ending
June S0th, 1004, over 428 000, and for
the year ending June 20th, 1905, they
Issued S 486 annunl, time and trip
PRARSER.

1 favor effective measures for the
discontinuance of this unmitigated
avil, nnd 1 also favor o law reducing
passenger rates to 2 1-2 eonts per mile
straight mileage, and two cents inter-
changeable mileage. The people can
compl the passage of lnaws to stop
this free puss business and reduce
passeager rates If they will exact of
every candidate for the legisliture a
pledge that he will not, if elected, ac
cepl or vide on a free prss during his
derm of offiee. Demand the pledge al
your mdidne and (£ lu refuses

or dmucuun to duty and re
are easy,
Professional Lobbyist.

The right of petition should never
be denied a free people. When the
welfare of any community, or that of
any legitimate association or organi-
zutlon of individuals, is involved in
any proposed legislation, its officers
or its committees are entitled to an
open, full ‘and foir hearing. When
the rlxhls of an Individual are imper-
iled he should be heard, and when the
Interests of corporations or other Je-
gitimate Dbusiness enterprises are
about to be affectsd by legislation.
those In charge of such enterprises
and most famillar with its affairs
shotild be heard. and in each Instance
full and ample justice should be done,
but the hired lobbyist, the eorruption-
Ist, the man who by decelt and Im-
proper methods defeats just laws und
fastens unwholesome policles upon
the people, the man who diseredits
und abuses the right of petition,
should become u stench in the nostrils
of all honest people, and such men
with their vocations shonld be sup-
pressed by law.

Insolvent Corporations.

Insolvent ecorporations should enjoy
no greater privilege than the Ingolyv-
ont Individual. The insolveney of the
individual Is the concern of himself
and his ereditors.  The insolvency of
the corporation Iz the concern of the
public and a sound  publie  policy
would decree that an insolvent cor
poration should not prey opon the
people and that it should be prohib-
ited from dolug buisness In Texns
it is egually important that ecorpora
tions be prohibited by law from usine
corpornte funds to support o lobhy
nnd from meddling in the people's nf
falrs by contribations (o pogiend pak
ties or (o the defeat or nominating
and election of men to  public office.
A plan to pat the lobhbylst and the
Molvent corpormtions ont of bulsness
In Texas and to abolish the free pasa
evil by constitutional amendment wns
originated by the most progressive
statesmnn of our time, our own [m
mortal Jumex S Hogg, bal he was
not spared 1o finlsh his work,

On the 3fd day of lnst month, Tex

and the entire country sustained
an irreparable Joss, The courngeous
soul of Jumes 8. Hoge returned to the
G who guave it, His n lfe di
voted to the ctuse of the mnsses and

a8

wWus

to the glory of his native State. The
poophs loved and trasted him fiving,
they mourn him dend, und cherish his
memory. He fought I!Iv ir battles, won
their victories and his  every  heart
tlirob  Legt the people;  The
roform mepaures pod the  safegunnds
secnred by him emphoasized his eon
strnetive gintesmanship,  his  wisdom
and g patritodsm. But  his  work
wis  unfinished As e expry It
when he felt that the death angel hid
called him. “there was muoach politieal
wark (o I in which every pa
triotie nlil take part’ In
1w, although not In pubilie office and
welting no afice. e pndertook 1o wld
in his othey achlevements for the
people amd beenn the fight Tor far
ther and mecded reforms Y propos
ing an amendment to the congtitntion
which embraced the followlng prop-

fri i
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iloms

eltizen sho

valtlons.

“1st. That no insolvent
tion shall do business in this State:

the railways of this State shall for-
ever terminalte

3, That the use of corpurate funds
in polities and to support a lobby at
Anstin shall be prohibited.”

He canvassed the State In the ine
terest of this amendment and after
his hardest fought battle and with
the most superb victory ever achleved
in a Democratic convention in Texns,
this amendment was [ncorporated In
the platform and made s Demoerstic
platform demand The seductive In-
fliuence of the corporation lobby. was
stronger with the legislature than the
mandate of the Democratic party, sod
the legislature refused to submit the
nmendment to a vole of the people
This pledge of the Democratic ' party
to the people has not yet heen [ul
filled.

1 favor and supportsd thesp re
forms when first proposed by that
ereal chnmpion of the people. And
actuated by o gense of duty fo fhe
peopls of Texas | propose 1o agsin
open the fight for the submisslon of
this amendment to a vote of the pao-
ple nnd when submitted | nm sure
they will be adopted.

great man. Let us finish his plans

for the welfare and the safety of the

people, for posterity and  for the

honor and glory of our State.
Conclusion.

Now, my fellow-citizens, I have ont-
lined the policies 1 will adopt, the res
forms [ shall undertake (o aceoms
plish, the evils T will seek to correct
| if honored with the office to which I
asplre: If elected | will fall shoret of
my {pil purpose if the people (il o
elect o legislature fully committed (o
the reforms [ advoeate., 1f electsd
will go into the office without pledge
or promise other than those made o
the perople in the most oublic ways
‘st Nusive something designated ns
the “power behind the throns” will

thet offiee; [ am soliciting ang  will
neeept no campaign  contributions
from uny one. From my Individuoat
funds, which are not large, | will beay
My OWD exXpelises,
ore dollar more than [ can afford to
expend o secure my nomination and
election, then I will not be elected. |
cherish the laudable ambition to be the
Governor of our Stnte but 1 will oot
#o inte (hat office embarrassed with
any finnneial. politieal or other oblless
tfons. My ambition is to faithfully
gerve the people and to promote thelp
interest and welfare, not to serve my-
gelf, my relatives or my friends. Re-
form <hould be the battle ery aod the
eandidite who will not speak out Tor
the people this year shonld not re-

mindful of i(he opposition brought
down on my head by the stand | have
tnken. [ have given faithful expros-
sion to views honest'y enlertuped,
and [ have no compromise to muke
I have pever “crooked the pregnant
hinges of the knee that thrift mway
follow fawning.” and I will never ooin-

fice. Upon my declaration of
cipies 1 will go to um peopls w
fidence : z

aga me;

chine politician will fight me, ﬂruy
Rallroad corporation in  Texas and
cvery newspaper under their domipa-
tion will oppose me with untiring ef-
fort. Their fiat has gone forth that I
shall not be Governcr of Texas. We
will see. The railroads are organ-
fzed for politieal parposes. They are
thoroughly organized throughout the
country. They have their publicity
buyeau with headguiuters In Waste
Ington amd branches in New York,
Chicago, St. Lonis, Topeka and in
Texas., They have, In addition to this
publicity bureau, a poltical organizs-
tion here In Texas, known as the Gen:
eral Mamgers' Assoclation, These or
ganjzations operate through many
newspiapers and  without disclosing
the source, they are flooding the conp-
iry with printed matter and pamph-
Iota designed to mislend and decsive
the public. They deny the charge
that they are in polities in face of tha
fact that their literntore and svery
atteranes of those who speak lor
them Is upon some lending political
questlon before the countyy, Théy
nre In politles In Texas, They are
idiscussing taxation snd Rallway resu-
lation from thelr stundpoint alone.
They are in polities that they oy
esupture the Democriatic party in Tex-
a8 and the dominant party in other
States, that they may elect Governors,
Attorney Generals, legislators and
dominate legisiation. . Ther would
take from the people the God given
rizht to rule Texas and shupe her
Bentiny. The man who protesis
againyt their plaus and sehemes §s
murked for political siaughter and
must face corporate wrath ai  évery
step.  Selfish and grasping interests
too often succeed In deceit and divide
forees that should cooperate in the
cange of gooxd govermment.  The
qoney sl by them in supporting
these politienl associations and be
reaus is deawn from the pockeots of
the perople by Inerensed | trafe
charges. This cannot be denled, and
in all falrness i IF right? Falv piny
Is ull the poople want snd all they
demuml.  The people of Texas are a
putlent, o libers! snd 4 conseraviive
people, but they belleve In the eternal
principles of right dand justice. They
harbor no unjust  prejudice against
the Rallroads or other legitimate cor
porate enterprise. They are essential-
Iv o just people and while providing
mifegunrds for themselves amd thele
nostertty, they will harrass no legitl
mnte enterprise in the brond Neld of
honest endeavor.  They will tolerate
no wrong to caplial and no Infriged
ment upon the cvights of the citizgen,
bt foster and enforee @ publie polley
which will secure “equal rights to all
and special privileges to none,” Witlh
in our borders are found law-abidines
people from every land and elime,
and we welcome them and bjd others
come nmd join us in onr work of pro-
gross and development and in perpet-
nating the lberty Imbedded In the
foundation Inid 80 hmml and so deep
hy the fathers,

Texus, zlorions Texas, may her
conrse in the flood of vears b shaped
by o prople whose uncorrupted hearts
are enshrined in the undying prin-
ciples of Jefferson. Jackaon, Coke,
Ross, Reagan and Hogg.

2. That the free puss sysiany over

let us complete the work of this .

have no pleee in the administration of -

If it would take

ceive their commission: I am not an-

promise¢ principle for the sake of zt;
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